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TRAFFIC CALMING APPLICATION

To facilitate the communication between citizens and City staff regarding traffic calming
issues, an application process has been developed.

Prior to submission of an application, a neighborhood traffic committee should be
established.  Residents interested in submitting a traffic calming application are
encouraged to first contact as many neighbors as possible to receive input.  An initial
meeting among neighbors should be conducted to accomplish the following:

A. Gather the opinions and ideas of the neighborhood.
B. Discuss traffic calming options.
C. Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of the feasible options.
D. Select at least three traffic calming techniques to include in the application.
E. Select a key person to serve as the City’s contact with the neighborhood traffic

committee.  This contact will be responsible for all communication with the City and
shall represent the neighborhood traffic committee at all City meetings.  A person
should be selected who can be reached throughout the day and answer any questions
regarding the application.

Once the neighborhood traffic committee has been formed, and application may be
completed and submitted to the City for analysis and review.  Outlined below is a two-
step process that includes a preliminary review and a formal review.  The applicant must
begin at the preliminary review process.

Preliminary Review Process

1. Questionnaire:  A questionnaire included in the application packet facilitates the
applicant’s analysis of the situation.  The applicant is asked to describe their
neighborhood in terms of excessive speeding, high volumes, and pedestrian and
bicycle safety.  In doing so, the applicant gains a realistic understanding of the needs
of their neighborhood.  The questionnaire also requires the applicant to describe
traffic calming solutions that they feel may address the traffic issues in their
neighborhood.  Although the Traffic and Safety Committee may not choose to
implement the techniques identified by the applicant, their ideas and perspective are
still beneficial in the process.  Residents will gain a better understanding of the issues
involved and the proper use of various Traffic Calming techniques as they relate to
the problems identified.  Through the questionnaire responses, the City will benefit
from the ideas of the residents who make their home in the subject neighborhood and
observe traffic patterns everyday.

2. Neighborhood Support:  An application must be accompanied by the signatures of at
least 10 property owners within the project area, or 10% of property owners within
300 feet of the project area (the applicant may choose either method for the
calculation of the minimum number of signatures).  This will ensure that there is



CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES
TRAFFIC CALMING APPLICATION

Neighborhood:                                                                         Date:                                       

Key Contact Person:                                                                                                               

Address:                                                                                                                                  

Phone:                                                              Fax:                                                                

Attach the following items to this application:

1) Responses to the Traffic Calming questionnaire

2) Plan of neighborhood showing existing conditions and at least three possible traffic
calming strategies

3) Petition form attached with signatures of at least 10 signatures or 10% of all residents
within the affected area.

4) Neighborhood plan supporting the request.  The plan can be anything from an
engineered plan to a hand-drawn sketch showing the existing conditions of the area
identified.  Possible Traffic Calming ideas, as identified in the questionnaire, must be
shown on the plan.

5) Any additional information available (photographs, statistics, etc.)



CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES
TRAFFIC CALMING APPLICATION QUESTIONNAIRE

Please provide type-written responses to the following questions on behalf of the
residents of your neighborhood.  Attach additional sheets if necessary.

1. Do you believe excessive speeding is a problem in your neighborhood?
If so, how has your neighborhood observed excessive speeding?

2. Do you believe high traffic volume is a problem in your neighborhood?
If so, how has your neighborhood observed high traffic volume?

3. Do you believe traffic conditions make it unsafe for pedestrians and bicyclists in your
neighborhood?
If so, how has your neighborhood observed unsafe pedestrian and bicyclist conditions
due to traffic?

4. Describe at least three traffic calming ideas which your neighborhood would be
interested in implementing.  Discuss how each of these ideas would address the
problems identified in questions 1-3.



TRAFFIC CALMING APPLICATION
NEIGHBORHOOD SUPPORT PETITION

Neighborhood:                                                                                                                        

Key Contact Person:                                                                                                               

The undersigned hereby state that we are in support of the proposed traffic calming
application in the neighborhood shown on the attached sketch.  We agree that there is a
need for reduced traffic volumes, reduced speeds, and increased safety for pedestrians
and motorists in the neighborhood identified.
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	INTRODUCTION
	Traffic calming is a term used to describe a distinctly different approach to addressing resident concerns regarding vehicle intrusion in neighborhoods such as excessive speeds and cut through traffic.  It is community planning at its best, involving res
	Traffic calming techniques include the following:
	Raised section of roadway including speed humps
	Varying roadway surface treatments, particularly at intersections
	Narrowing of roadway width
	Roundabouts
	Chicanes
	Centerline islands
	Painted edge lines
	Rumble strips
	GOALS
	It is the goal of this program to establish standards and a process that will provide the residents of Palos Verdes Estates with the tools necessary to mitigate some of the negative impacts of vehicles on residential streets.
	The City seeks to achieve the following goals in considering all traffic calming requests and implementing traffic calming techniques.
	Reduce traffic speeds
	Improve safety and convenience for pedestrians and bicyclists
	Reduce traffic volumes by discouraging through traffic by allowing local traffic
	Create attractive streetscapes
	Empower citizens to creatively address traffic concerns in their neighborhood in partnership with City staff
	PROCESS
	1.	Identification:  A traffic calming need can be identified by either the City Council or residents of the City.  Needs identified by the City Council are forwarded to step 4, where staff begins an analysis.  Needs identified by residents continue to st
	2.	Gain Support:  At this stage, residents are encouraged to contact City staff with their concept to obtain any feedback or recommendations.  Residents establish a neighborhood traffic committee to discuss the identified need and begin brainstorming pos
	3.	Application:  Neighborhood spokesperson submits a complete application to the City.
	4.	Analysis:  City staff reviews the application submitted, verifying that the application is complete and accurate.  Applicant makes revisions to application as needed.  City staff works with resident representatives to perform analysis of the area.
	5.	Review:  Staff prepares a report and recommendation, and presents all material to the Traffic and Safety Committee for review.  The Traffic and Safety Committee considers the findings of the analysis and makes a recommendation to the City Council.
	6.	Implementation:  Staff implements the decision of the City Council.
	7.	Review for effectiveness:  Six months after implementation, the Traffic Committee reviews the effectiveness of the traffic calming techniques utilized and determines whether additional steps 4-7 are repeated.
	OUTLINE OF STAFF ANALYSIS AND REPORT
	Staff shall prepare an analysis and report on the application.  This shall include conducting a 24 hour study of speed and volume on the street.
	Once data has been collected, staff shall prepare a report, analyzing the data collected and including the following information:
	Traffic Calming Application number
	Neighborhood name and description
	Date and description of site investigation
	Location
	Average weekday daily volumes
	Average vehicle speeds
	Number of reported accidents within the past three years
	Accident reports
	Analysis of need
	Analysis of possible Traffic Calming techniques
	Estimated costs of Traffic Calming techniques
	Expected CEQA status
	The staff report shall be presented to the Traffic and Safety Committee for review in making a recommendation to the City Council.  In general, locations which have an 85th percentile speed such that radar enforcement at the posted speed limit is not pos
	ENDORSED TECHNIQUES
	The strategies on the following pages may be options for traffic calming within certain areas of the City.  All strategies are not necessarily appropriate for all situations.  Situations may arise in which none of the following techniques are appropriate
	Each of the techniques are defined and described, with examples shown in most cases, on the following pages.  Examples included are meant as illustrations only, and may be modified to best suit a particular application.  The following aspects of each tec
	Ability to decrease speeds
	Ability to decrease volumes
	Noise generated
	Pedestrian safety
	Bicycle safety
	Impact on parking
	Effect on local access
	Impact on emergency access
	Maintenance needs
	Impact on drainage
	Aesthetics
	A chart is also included at the end of the section, summarizing the characteristics of the various techniques.
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