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CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES FILM PERMIT APPLICATION 

PERMISSION is hereby granted to __________________________________________________________ 
for the right to use various location(s) within the City limits as described herein for the purpose of commercial filming 
(please circle one of the following:) MOTION  picture scenes,   STILL  or  digital photography. 

DATE(S):___________________________  FROM: (start time) ___________________ to ___________________ 

The above-mentioned company/organization warrants to hold the City harmless from any liability which may be incurred, 
and agrees not to interfere with traffic, to cause no nuisance, and to remove all studio/photographer property and road 
materials from the location upon departure from City. 

Receipt of total fees of  $_____________________ are hereby acknowledged. 

PVE Miscellaneous Receipt Number _________________ 

Production Number _____________  Working Title:_______________________________________________________ 

Director (or Location Contact): ________________________________________________________________________ 

Company:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________    email:  _________________________________ 

Telephone:    (__________) _________________________        Fax: (__________) ____________________________ 

Signature of Applicant/Authorized Representative:______________________________________________________ 

APPLICABLE CITY OFFICIAL APPROVALS: 

_______________________________________  L.A.C.F.D. PERMIT #___________________ 
PVE POLICE DEPARTMENT  (indicates appropriate fees have been arranged/paid to L.A. County Fire) 

_______LEVEL I - FIRE SAFETY ADVISOR REQ’D 

________# OFFICER(S) REQUIRED  _______LEVEL II - FIRE SAFETY OFFICER REQ’D 

BARRICADES REQUIRED?   Y    /    N ______  LEVEL III - FIELD INSPECT. PRGRM OVERSIGHT 

_______________________________________  
OFFICE OF CITY MANAGER 

________________________________________
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
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PRODUCTION INFORMATION 

 
AREA LOCATION(S): (specific addresses/cross street or block number(s) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

General Description/Scope:_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
IF FILMING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY or RESIDENCE –  
 
HOMEOWNER/CONTACT:_____________________________________  Ph. _____________________ 

 

DETAILS OF PLANNED ACTIVITY  
 

NUMBER OF:  PEOPLE ON SET __________  LARGE TRUCKS __________ 

BUSES     __________  CARS   __________ 

TRACTORS    __________  CAMERA TRUCKS __________ 

GENERATORS   __________  BOOMS/LIFTS __________ 

STUNTS __________________________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

NOISE LEVEL ___________________________________________________________________ 

WORKING ON CLIFF/BLUFFS? ______________________________________________________ 

VEHICLE(S) OVER CLIFF _____________________________________________________________ 

STREET CLOSURES   _____________________________________________________________ 

MOVING SHOTS  _____________________________________________ ________________ 

VEHICLE PURSUIT ____________________ NUMBER OF VEHICLES       _______________ 

DISTANCE ____________________ ITC? ____________________________________ 

AIRCRAFT __________________________________________________________________________ 

GRADING/LANDSCAPING _____________________________________________________________ 

TYPE OF LIGHTING  _____________________________________________________________ 

GUNFIRE/PYROTECHNICS_____________________________________________________________ 

OTHER EQUIPMENT___________________________________________________________________ 

OTHER INFORMATION _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MOTION PICTURE/STILL PHOTOGRAPHY REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. A COMPLETED/SIGNED FILM PERMIT APPLICATION, WITH ALL REQUIRED PAPERWORK, MUST BE 

SUBMITTED AT LEAST SEVEN (7) WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO ANY FILMING PROJECT. 
 
2. SIGNED HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT  
 
3. PROOF OF INSURANCE NAMING THE CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES AS ADDITIONAL INSURED 

FOR MINIMUM $1 MILLION (CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE) 
 
4. IF FILMING IS TO OCCUR AT HOURS OTHER THAN WHAT IS PERMITTED BY CITY ORDINANCE; 

PVEMC SECTION 5.20.060(a) (8AM – 7PM, MONDAY thru SATURDAY);   SIGNATURES MUST BE 
ATTACHED TO THE APPLICATION UPON FILING FOR PERMIT. 

 
5. FIRE DEPARTMENT APPROVAL IS OBTAINED THROUGH COUNTY OF L.A. FIRE DEPT. PUBLIC 

SAFETY AND FILM UNIT; YOUR APPLICATION IS FORWARDED BY THE CITY FOR THEIR REVIEW.  
EFFECTIVE 10/26/10 LACFD PERMIT FEES ARE APPLICABLE; PAYMENT OR ARRANGEMENTS MUST 
BE CONFIRMED BY LACFD BEFORE YOUR PERMIT WILL BE RELEASED. YOU WILL ALSO BE BILLED 
DIRECTLY BY L.A.C.F.D. IF AN FSA OR FSO IS ASSIGNED TO YOUR SHOOT LOCATION AT THEIR 
PUBLISHED HOURLY RATES. Contact:  psfu@fire.lacounty.gov  Ph. 323-838-2306 OR 818-364-8240 
 

6. IF POLICE COVERAGE IS REQUIRED, A $750 DEPOSIT PER OFFICER WILL BE COLLECTED WITH 
OTHER APPLICABLE PERMIT FEES. CITY WILL BILL OR REFUND THE DIFFERENCE OF P.D. FEES 
ASSESSED.  FEE IS CALCULATED AT 1.5X THE AVAILABLE OFFICER(S) HOURLY WAGE.  MINIMUM:  
4 HOURS, PLUS 50% ADMINISTRATIVE FEE  NOTE:  IF CANCELLED WITH LESS THAN 24 HOURS 
NOTICE, $50.00/HR. RATE APPLIES– SEE #7* 

 
7. CANCELLATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF PERMIT START DATE 

OR 15% ADMINISTRATIVE FEE (*PLUS 4-HOUR P.D. FEES) WILL BE DEDUCTED FROM YOUR REFUND.  
 
8. NO CHANGES ARE ALLOWED ON THE PERMIT APPLICATION ONCE IT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY 

CITY. 
 
9. PAYMENT OF APPLICABLE FEES IS REQUIRED UPON APPROVAL OF YOUR FILM APPLICATION. 
 
10. POSTING OF DIRECTIONAL SIGNS WITHIN CITY LIMITS IS PROHIBITED. 
 
I understand and acknowledge the requirements for filming in the City of Palos Verdes Estates: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ __________________ 
APPLICANT/AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE   DATE 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
COMPANY OR ORGANIZATION 
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RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

 
 

 I, the undersigned, hereby request that I be permitted to participate in the following activity in the City 
of Palos Verdes Estates: 
 
 
 Activity___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Date(s):___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 In consideration of being permitted to participate in the above-mentioned activity, I hereby assume all 
risk of and release from liability the City of Palos Verdes Estates and their officers, agents and employees, and 
waive any and all claims against said City and their officers, agents and employees, for personal injury or 
property damage that may result from my participation, or others participating, in said activity.  In the event it 
becomes necessary for said City or any other person covered by this Agreement to assert the rights under this 
Agreement in any legal proceeding, the undersigned agrees to pay the costs and expenses, including reasonable 
attorneys’ fees, incurred by such persons in such proceeding. 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature      Date 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Print Name      Telephone Number 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Print Address 
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PALOS VERDES ESTATES MUNICIPAL CODE 
CHAPTER 5.20  AS IT RELATES TO: 

 
Chapter 5.20 

COMMERCIAL FILM PERMIT 

5.20.010 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 
A. “Commercial filming” means and includes all activity attendant to staging or shooting commercial motion 
pictures, television programs, or commercials, and the taking of single or multiple photographs for sale or use 
for a commercial purpose where the photographer sets up stationary equipment on public or private property or 
the public right-of-way in any one location for longer than five consecutive minutes. 
B. “Small photography shoot” means the activity of taking photographs where: (1) three or fewer persons are 
engaged in the staging or shooting of photographs or operating the photography equipment, not including the 
subjects of the shoot; (2) the photographer uses no more than two pieces of photography equipment; (3) the 
photography equipment used is of a size and weight that each piece can be carried by one person; and (4) the 
entire production is finished in one calendar day. 
C. “Student film” means any activity undertaken as part of a bona fide educational curriculum where the 
photographer sets up stationary equipment on public or private property or the public right-of-way in any one 
location for longer than five consecutive minutes, with evidence of enrollment status of the permittee and 
insurance provided by the school or program for the subject permit. 
D. “News media” means persons engaged in the filming or photographing of spontaneous, unplanned news 
events for the purpose of broadcast or publication. (Ord. 701 § 2 (Exh. 1), 2012; Ord. 476 § 1, 1988) 

5.20.020 Purpose. 
The purpose of this chapter is to regulate commercial filming within the city to minimize disruptions and health 
and safety risks to the citizens of the city caused by the presence of the equipment and personnel used to 
conduct commercial filming and photography. This chapter is also designed to encourage commercial filming 
and photography within the city’s boundaries while at the same time ensuring that the costs associated with the 
same are paid for by the filming party and not by the citizens of the city. (Ord. 701 § 2 (Exh. 1), 2012; Ord. 476 
§ 1, 1988) 

5.20.030 Permit required. 
No person shall use any public or private property, facility or residence for the purpose of commercial filming 
without first applying for and receiving a permit from the city manager, or his or her designee. (Ord. 701 § 2 
(Exh. 1), 2012) 
 
5.20.040 Exemptions. 
A. Current News. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to or affect reporters, photographers or 
cameramen in the employ of a newspaper, news service or similar entity engaged in live broadcasting of news 
events concerning those persons, scenes or occurrences which are in the news and of general public interest. 
B. Personal Use. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to filming or photography which will not be used 
in any commercial medium and is intended solely for personal use. 
C. Small Photography Shoot. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to a small photography shoot; 
provided, that any photographer taking pictures for sale or use for a commercial purpose shall obtain a business 
license under Chapter 5.16 PVEMC. (Ord. 701 § 2 (Exh. 1), 2012; Ord. 621 § 13, 1999; Ord. 476 § 1, 1988) 
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5.20.050 Application. 
All applications for a commercial film permit shall be reviewed by the city manager, or his or her designee, who 
shall either approve or deny each such complete application. In the case of an application which the city 
manager is uncertain meets or fails to meet the permit requirements, the city manager may refer the application 
evaluation to the city council. The council shall make the final determination as to the issuance of any such 
permit. Should any other permit also be required, the city council may consider the issuance of the subject 
permits together. Each application for a commercial film permit shall be submitted not less than seven business 
days before the intended film date and shall include the following: 
A. The name, address and telephone number of the person wishing to conduct such activity; 
B. The filming date(s); 
C. The hours of filming, which must be consistent with the permit requirements listed in PVEMC 5.20.060; 
D. The location of the proposed filming described by street address; 
E. The approximate number of persons who will be engaged in such activity; 
F. A list of major equipment to be used in the activity including but not limited to vehicles, lighting, cameras, 
and generators; and 
G. A general statement of the character or nature of the proposed activity. (Ord. 701 § 2 (Exh. 1), 2012; Ord. 
476 § 1, 1988) 
 
5.20.060 Permit requirements. 
The city manager or city council shall not grant a commercial film permit unless they find the permit 
application complies with the following: 
A. Filming Frequency and Hours. Except as otherwise permitted by this subsection, no more than one permit for 
filming at any private residence shall be issued in any calendar year. Filming allowed under such permit shall be 
conducted only during the hours of eight a.m. to seven p.m., and all days of filming under the permit shall be 
consecutive; provided, however, that no filming shall be permitted on Sundays or any holiday established by the 
California Government Code. With the unanimous written consent of all landowners or tenants in possession of 
occupied property within three hundred feet of the lot boundaries of the residence at which filming is to occur, 
additional filming permit(s) may be issued during any calendar year, and/or filming may be permitted during 
hours or on days not otherwise permitted by this subsection. In no event, however, shall more than eight days of 
actual filming be permitted at any private residence in any calendar year. If the applicant fails to obtain the 
required neighborhood consent, the city manager or his or her designee shall deny the request for extended 
filming hours, filming on days not otherwise permitted, or additional permits at the same location in one year. 
The applicant may appeal the denial to the city council. Notwithstanding the lack of neighborhood consent, the 
city council may grant the permit if, based on the record before it, it finds the request meets the purpose of this 
chapter and is otherwise in the public interest. For purposes of this restriction, setup and cleanup (or 
strikedown) days shall not be counted as days of actual filming. 
B. General Use Fee. The permit shall contain a contractual provision between the city and the permit applicant 
in which the permit applicant shall pay a nonrefundable general use permit fee to the city in an amount as 
established by resolution. 
C. Zone Use Daily Fee. The permit shall contain a contractual provision between the city and the permit 
applicant in which the permit applicant agrees to pay the applicable zone use daily fee for each day that filming 
takes place within the city. Zone use categories are designated as commercial, residential, coastal and parklands. 
Zone use daily fees shall be established by resolution. The parklands and coastal zone daily use fees are not 
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mutually exclusive, and if both apply, then both are applicable; provided, however, that no permit will be 
granted for parkland use unless it is clear that no damage will be done to the parklands. 
D. Business License. The permit shall contain a contractual provision between the city and the permit applicant 
in which the permit applicant covenants to pay the applicable daily business license fee as established by 
resolution. 
E. Fee Exemption – Student Film. Student film permits shall be exempt from payment of the fees specified in 
subsections B, C, and D of this section; however, all other provisions of this section shall apply, including 
payment for police services, if applicable, and all insurance requirements. 
F. Police Supervision. The permit shall provide that the city’s police department may supervise the commercial 
filming by assigning off-duty officers or reserve officers in a reasonable number deemed appropriate by the 
chief of police to be present at all times during filming. 
 1. Each permit shall include a contractual provision between the permit applicant  and the city’s police 
department in which the permit applicant covenants to pay  any off-duty police officer assigned by the city’s 
police department to supervise  motion picture filming at a rate of time and a half of the officer’s regular 
hourly  wage. Any reserve officer assigned by the city’s police department to supervise  motion picture 
filming shall be paid at a rate equal to that reserve officer’s regular  hourly wage. 
 2. The permit applicant shall pay an administrative surcharge to the city’s police  department for 
scheduling the supervising officers in an amount equal to fifty  percent of gross wages paid to any off-duty 
officer plus twenty percent of gross  wages paid to any reserve officer pursuant to this section. 
G. Disruption Clause. Each permit shall contain a contractual provision between the permit applicant and the 
city in which the permit applicant covenants to halt or interrupt filming upon instruction from a uniformed 
officer of the city’s police department. The city covenants not to instruct that such a halt or interruption take 
place unless in its discretion it perceives that the filming shall cause or coincide with interference with traffic 
movement, disturbance of the peace, destruction of property, violation of the law, or a threat to the public peace, 
health or safety. Each permit further shall include a contractual provision wherein the applicant covenants to 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless from any and all damages which may result from the city’s police 
department representative exercising the city’s right under this provision of the permit. 
H. Liability Insurance. A certificate of insurance will be required in an amount established by resolution by the 
city council naming the city as a coinsured for protection against claims of third persons for personal injuries, 
wrongful deaths, and property damage before a permit is issued. The city officers and employees shall be 
named as additional insureds. The certificate shall not be subject to cancellation or modification until after thirty 
days’ written notice to the city. A copy of the certificate will remain on file. 
I. Workers’ Compensation Insurance. An applicant shall conform to all applicable federal and state 
requirements for workers’ compensation insurance for all persons operating under a permit. 
J. Hold Harmless Agreement. An applicant shall execute a hold harmless agreement as provided by the city 
prior to the issuance of a permit under this chapter. 
The fees set out in this section are collected for purposes of paying for resident notification, traffic control, 
police services over and above those explicitly provided for herein, public works, detour placement and 
necessary environmental protection 
safeguards. (Ord. 701 § 2 (Exh. 1), 2012; Ord. 656 § 1, 2004; Ord. 579 § 1, 1994; Ord. 523 § 1, 1991; Ord. 476 
§ 1, 1988) 
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5.20.070 Conditions of approval. 
The city manager, or his or her designee, shall have the authority to impose such conditions on any permit 
issued hereunder as he or she shall deem necessary to ensure 
that the purpose of this chapter, as provided in PVEMC 5.20.020, is accomplished. (Ord. 701 § 2 (Exh. 1), 
2012) 

5.20.080 Interagency notification. 
The city manager shall notify the city’s police department at least three days before filming is to commence so 
that the police supervision as provided for in PVEMC 5.20.060(F) may be available to oversee the commercial 
filming. (Ord. 701 § 2 (Exh. 1), 2012; Ord. 476 § 1, 1988) 

5.20.090 Permits at Farnham Martin Park. 
Farnham Martin Park is recognized by the city as having unique characteristics, based upon its immediate 
contiguity to residential property on one side, and its use as the entrance way to the Malaga Cove Library 
located on the other side. Commercial use of Farnham Martin Park for commercial filming or still photography 
would, therefore, create significant adverse impacts to both private property and the public in general if 
permitted to occur without control. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, in no event 
shall any permit for commercial still photography required by PVEMC 5.20.030 and/or for commercial filming 
be issued to permit such use of Farnham Martin Park at any time that the Malaga Cove Library is open. (Ord. 
701 § 2 (Exh. 1), 2012; Ord. 621 § 14, 1999) 
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FILMING PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
 
 
       USE FEES & BUSINESS LICENSE                           TYPE OF FILMING 

                 MOTION  STILL   
GENERAL USE FEE  
Flat Rate per Permit 

 
    $  300.00 

 
$150.00 

 
PLUS… 
 
ZONE USE:  Daily Fee 

  

COMMERCIAL $1500.00 $1500.00 
RESIDENTIAL  $750.00 $750.00 
PARKLANDS $750.00 $750.00 
COASTAL  $750.00 $750.00 
 
PLUS… 
 
BUSINESS LICENSE:  Daily Fee 

 
 

 

COMMERCIAL ZONE $1300.00 - - - - - 
RESIDENTIAL OR NON-COMMERCIAL $650.00 - - - - - 
ALL ZONES – PER DAY - - - - - $35.00 
 
PLUS… 
 
POLICE OFFICER (if deemed necessary) 
Deposit collected per officer.  City will bill 
or refund difference of actual fees billed by 
Police Dept. (rate based on available officer 
overtime rate (1.5x hourly wage) plus 50% 
administrative fee. 

 
 
 

$750.00 

 
 
 

            $750.00 

  Last updated:  7/05 
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